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INTRODUCTION. 


A COPY of the following Work, which was transmitted to 
the Directors of the East India Company, having been placed iti 
their Library, Mr. Wilkins, who has charge of that valuable 
Institution, thought that its publication might be useful, said re- 
coinmended that measure to the patronage of the Court ;■ which, 
with great liberality, consented to his request, and encouraged 
the undertaking by a large subscription. Accordingly, in the 
end of the year 1805 an agreement was made with some respect¬ 
able booksellers. Soon afterwards, my duty having Unexpectedly 
brought me to England, I was agreeably surprised to find tiiat ( 
my Journal had obtained a reception so favourable. It is true, 

I wished to have abridged the Work before publication, and 
altered its arrangement; but as the printing had commenced 
before my arrival, and as my stay in^England was likely to be 
very short, I could not undertake 4uch alterations. ,I have, 
therefore, contented myself with revising the manuscript; and 
the siiperintendency of the press has been, entrusted to Mr. 
Stephen Jones. I hope, however, that the Index will enable the, 
reader to understand the greater part of the Indian vemjs, and 






INTRODUCTION. 

ill. the same time will in some measure supply the want of 
n»ethocI, iu which i am sorry that the Work is so deficient. 

I he following Instructions, which I received from the Governor 
General, befot e I commenced my Journey, will sufficiently ex¬ 
plain the views which that distinguished Nobleman had in 
employing me. / 

Coj^yof the Governor General’s Instruction, dated Fort William, 

^4th February 1800. , 

“ \oiir enquiries are to extend throughout the dominions of 
the present of Mysore, and the country acquired by the 
Company, in the late war, from the as well as to that 

part of Malabar which the Coinpany annexed to their owii ter¬ 
ritories in the formei war niidcr Marquis Gornwallis/' 

Ihe first great and essential object of your attention should 
be, tlie Agriculture of the Couiitiy; under which head, your en¬ 
quiries sliouki include and tend to ascertain the following points 
with as much accuracy as local circumstances will admit.'’ 

Esculent Eegdables, 

“ 1 he different kinds cultivated by the farmers and natives in 
general 5 foi' saie or common use; the modes of cultivation 
adopted lor each kind, and the implements of husband it used 
in them; the seasons when they are sowm and gathered; the 
manurt.s used for the soil; and the means ad'jpted for watering 
their grounds; and as theelfecung tins last point, in a cheap and 
easy manner, is an essential (drjcct *' the common farmers in this 
conntiy (Rengal), it would be eligible to have eiliier models or 
draAvings made ot anv description of machinery wdiich may not 
iiavc been seen by you in the.se parts of iudia, and Avhkh may 
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aptf^ar to you to be likely to effect so fbeA^cial aft eii^. ft 
would also be Advisable for you to obser-t^e whether the poorer 
F^atives make use of any vegetables for food, ^rJiich you may liave 
seen in this coufttry, but which niav not here be in use for hunsan 
food.’' 

■ ... Cattle. 

j '‘‘The different breeds, and the manner in- which they are 
bB#d arid kept; the species used in agricnlture ; and whether the 
produce ; of the country be sufficient, ^Vithout importation, to 
answer its demands. And as tiic improvement of the breed of 
horses in this country has become an object of particular atten¬ 
tion to governraent, it would be proper for ydn to ascertain how 
far the breed made use of, in the parts you may visit, might be 
eligible to promote this desirable efjfo*” . 

Fann.1^ - 

h, 

“ The general extent of them; the nature of the teriuses byr 
which they arc held ; the usual price of labour, and the manner 
of payment, whether in kind or specie. You will compare the 
general state of agriculture in Mysore, fcc. with that of such 
parts of Bengal as you may be acquainted with; and state your 
opinion, how' far the cultivation of either country may be im¬ 
proved, or extended, by the introduction of the vegeiahies, cattle, 
or rural economy of the other/’ 

“ The next immediate object of your attention should be, those 
natural productions of the country, which are made use ol I'u 
arts, maaulactures, or medicine, and particularly those which/ 
are objects of external commerce.” . 
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Coltoriy Peppu't Sandal-woodi and Cardamoins. 

“ Of the ctikivation and preparation of these valijable article's 
)?ou should endeavour to gain the follesfc and uiost aenmte 
accounts, as well as of the nature and extent of the trade carried 
on in them; the usages which may have obtained coriceining 
them; the causes, if any tliere may be, which may seem to ob¬ 
struct improvement in oiiality . or cK tension in produce, of either 
'f then : md the means to you judgment most likely to remove 
these causes.” 

Aldics, (Ififfrries^ Minerals^ (md Mijiercii Springs. 

The mines and quarries, as objects of particular coiretru, you 
• hould make a subject of more minute investigation, in so far as 
relates to their produce; the mode of vrorking them; the state 
of til i people enqiloyed in as well in respect to the con¬ 

dition of their ser vice as to their tre atment, or the price of their 
labour, ri:! regard to the Mincials and Mineral Springs, tixey 
should Ire examined with attention, and such of them analyzed 
>is siiay'be est.ei:o'f,'.::;d iiaediciual by the people themselves, or you 
.liiay judge to be so.” 

Mafrufaclure.s and Manufacturers. 

'• Tlk: state of the manufactures is a farther object ol' co ise- 

t ence, especlaily of tiiosc which are exported,; you shouid 
er cdbr« p roc I; re as exact an nccount of the diflerent kinds, as 
ihay be'pFaci/rvrib and of the ability of tiie country iise-f to 
*funiish the materials used in them ; and you sbouifi ascertain 
wliat proportion, if any, is necessary to be iinporfed from other 
countries; from what countries, and undet what advaniages or 
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disadvantages, such itnpo:1:ation now is or might be made. You 
should also make it ah ohjeet of particular attention to ascertain 
how. far the introduotiou (pf any of the manulkctures of Mysore 
into any other of the Gojli pany's possessions, might be produc¬ 
tive ot advantage, and respectively whether re might derive 
advantage from the intportation of the growth, produce, or 
manufacture of Bpiiigal, pt? any other parts of the Company’s 
possessjohs. The situation the manufacturers should likewise 
be examined ; the mpde of pj,^ovicUng their goods; the usual rate 
of their labour; any partn^ular advantages which they may 
enjoy; their ,comparative affi lienee, with those of this countiy ; 
their domestic usages; the-general nature of their sales; and any 
reijulations respecting their markets.” 

i Clmale and S^’asons of Mysore^ 

, Of these you should endeavour to obtain an accurate account; 
as well as of the prevailing wiiim, and the effects of the airJn its 
various states of heat and moistl re, on the human body; and it 
>yill be farther desirable, that y^u should form from your own 
observation, and the reports of s^ich other persoiis as you may 
judge worthy of attention, an estimate of the salubrity of the 
country compared with that of the Company’s other principal 
possessions in India.” I 

“ .Althongli it may not be in yotf pow'er, exactly to ascertain 
the extent of the forests, yet you wilt make this an object of your 
enquiry, as well as the kinds of ti/ees of whlph they may chiefly 
consist, and report tliose kinds wlpch you may judge useful for 
timber 01 ’ other purposes; you will also state your opinioxi, with 
respect to the kinds either of timber or fruit trees which you 
may conceive it useful to iutroduj^^i into this country.” 

t i' 



t Inhubitmds. 

The coiKiitioi] el the h^ha]>kant^ in general, in regard to 
Irbeir food, clothing, aisd haHtations, will engage your partieular 
attention: you will also enquire howlar their sitaation,, iii tliese 
respecls, may have been aSiecteti by the dilFere»h6hange&^«^ 
govermnent.” , , . 

“ TiiC different sects nud tribes, of whkii the body of the 
people is eomposed, wiU merit your obsei vaawe; you will like¬ 
wise jiOtewhatevermay appeal! to yon worthy of reia^rk In thcii 
laws, customs, See/, and state, with ajr mtitdi accuracy a.s way be 
in your power, the naiurc of their coihmoii usages in rnatters of 
personal trafihek at tlieir inaa ketSv lhciT-weights and me'^sures, 
the exchange of money, and the currency aniotig the iowfer ordeis 
of people: and such matters in respect to their police, cis .liiay 
seem to you to have an iiiunediate or jrai ticnlar teridciiiFey to¬ 
wards the pro'ection, security, and comfort of the lower orders 

of the peopj':.” ' ,■ 'P : ' -c ' .■ ■ ■'/ , ' ''c' 

You will take every oppoil uiiity of forwarding to tbe^Com- 
pariy’s Botanical Garden at tin?; iTtafideiacy,, whatever usetiiiv®!' 
rare, and curious plants and seeds yau may be enabled to acquire, 
in the progress of your researches, wdth such observations dnliidr 
nature and culture as may be necessary.' 

You will collect and forwarti specimens by every proper 
ypportuDity to the Right Hooorirable the Go'verijDf fienefal in 
Council, oJ wdiatevcr you may deini curious, or? interestii'.g, 
amongst the namral productious of the country, or in the arts 
and manufactures of the inhabitants; and thouglj the general 
report of your mission cannot, piiohahly, heeoniple alter 

your return to this Presidency, you will Iroin tune to time submit 
to his Lordship any observation, which may occur to you, ol 
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rc^Qfithe two'last paragraphs of the<Se iiistroetii^s, 
I^4itiaHSiiii«ie#5» Gomideraible- imtober of seeds to Dr,; ftGxbhi^j 
antlji'iiradBtasi coILuetie^t of descriptions and dniwings of the 
unknown plants. These last it wa.s my intention to have piib- 
l^ed witii tins AVork ^ but the booksellers declining to incur 
^ri^nfaoessary expense, I ha.ve; gw tiieni to niy friend Dr. James 
£kli^aixi*^Si^^h> whoj i hope, will publish sonije part in his Exotic 
v,.l ako coJlectadTop Ge^*eral specimens of 

!the«oiiiaFalftra(^ttionedwthis VV^trfc, whidi hi;s Lordship directed 
meitJo pBs.sent to theCewnpany’s Library io Leadenhall street, in 
rtidticli they hav e been deposited, ' v ; ' 

V Major C. CrawTord has 1^^ the goodness to / prepare die ac- 
compaHying \fap; which will enable tlie vreadev to trace my 
ronton and to judge of the opportunities that I had of viewing the 
country. On a Map of Major Rennell, he laid dowh'a sketch of 
my route, w hich I made on the Journey. The very impei feet 
aatiire of the ntaterials rendered many errors una voidable. Some 
of the most considerable of these 1 have since corrected fioiii a 
Map M'hich Lieutenant Colonel Mackensie has had the goodness 
to communicate. 1 regret exceedingly, that I did not receive it 
in time to allow me to avail myself oi the numerous geographic;! 
imju’ovemtints that it conlains. 

I am indebted to the Marquis Wellesley lor the beautiful 
Draw'ings from ^vhich the engravings of the Mysore Princes have 
been taken ; and I cannot conclude without thankfully mention¬ 
ing the very liberal and effectual maiiner in wliich I was encou¬ 
raged by every person in the Madras Go't ernment, and especially 
by the nobleEnan tlien at its head, now Earl of Powis, 
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